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Prof. Paul HAGENMULLER
CNRS, BORDEAUX, France

It is my great pleasure as an old friend of NIRIM to congratulate this
beautiful Research Institute at the opportunity of its 20th anniversary and
simultaneously to wish to all my friends who work there new successes in
their research.

The National Institute for Research in Inorganic Materials combines in
a very efficient way better insight in chemistry leading to first quality
ceramics largely used now as advanced materials in the industry, modern
structural analysis and understanding of the correlations between solid
state chemistry and physics. NIRIM is a royal bridge between scientific
thinking and practical realizations.

NIRIM has an intense policy of contacts with the surrounding world.
A part of his success is due to this ability to welcome scientists in
fundamental research and to send qualified researchers for training in
new areas outside.

Let me wish to my NIRIM friends much happiness in all their
achievements.
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Prof. W.D. Kingery
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, U.S.A.

As a friend of ceramics and a friend of Japan, it is with great pleasure
that I congratulate the National Institute for Research in Inorganic
Materials on its twenty years of accomplishment and wish it well for a
bright future.

We have a saying in America that “The proof is in the pudding.” The
twentieth anniversary of NIRIM’s fundamental researches into
phenomena important for the development and utilization of ceramic
materials coincides with the emergence of Japan as the world leader in
the production of fine ceramics; I think this is no mere coincidence. The
example provided by NIRIM in applying modern materials science
research techniques both to the processes for forming ceramics and to a
deeper understanding of the properties of ceramics has had a major
influence on the development of ceramic science and ceramic industry in
Japan.

In the future I confidently anticipate that NIRIM will extend its
influence throughout the world, contributing in a positive way by its open
research and open publication of research in inorganic material to the
continuing development of ever more useful ceramics for the service of
mankind.

Best wishes to the National Institute for Research in Inorganic
Materials on its twentieth anniversary !
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Prof. Giinter PETZOW
Max-Planck-Institute for Metals Research,
Stuttgart, F.R.G.

Twenty years of National Institute for Research in Inorganic Materials
are as well twenty years of high-levelled research with strong roots in the
fundamentals and with most valuable results for industrial applications.
It is also about twenty years since Japan has transformed into its dynamic
technological power of today. Nowhere in the world has there been so
remarkable a spirit of economic growth as in Japan in the last two
decades and nowhere has there been such an advance in research and
innovation of inorganic materials as at NIRIM.

Therefore, I am very pleased about the intensive cooperation we have
with our colleagues at NIRIM. It is our sincere wish that this bridge of
understanding and friendship will continue. Scientists are well aware
creative research is based on interdisciplinary and internationality. Now
as before words of the Meiji-Tenno are effective; about hundred years
ago he wrote:

“In my garden indigenous and exotic plants are side by side; they all
grow up jointly”.

In full accord with these words I wish further on a successful research
work at the National Institute for Research in Inorganic Materials
devoted to the prosperity of our world.
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