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As a trial to realize kink band strengthening in titanium alloys, slight cold rolling followed by aging heat treatment were applied on
Ti­12mass% Mo alloys for obtaining mille-feuille-like layered hcp (¡)/bcc (¢) two phase structure. After slight cold rolling at rolling reduction
of 5% and subsequent aging heat treatment at 973K for 180 ks, plate-like ¡ phases were precipitated in the ¢ phase matrix and made an
alternately stacked mille-feuille-like ¡/¢ layered structure. These ¡ phases were precipitated on the boundary of {3 3 2}©1 1 3ª ¢ type deformed
twins introduced in the ¢ phase matrix during the slight cold rolling. The thin film-like ¡ phase precipitated at a very early stage of aging, and
became thicker during aging to produce the mille-feuille-like ¡/¢ layered structure. [doi:10.2320/matertrans.MT-MM2019002]
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1. Introduction

In 2001, a high strength Mg­Zn­Y alloy with superior
tensile yield strength of 610MPa and reasonable elongation
of 5% was developed.1) The microstructure was composed of
fine hcp-Mg grains and fine lamellar grains with a novel
long-period stacking ordered (LPSO) structure, which has a
long-period chemical ordered structure along with an LPSO
structure.2) This LPSO structure was also found in the Mg­
Zn­Gd alloy3) and other Mg­Zn­rare earth (RE) alloys,4)

which also showed both high strength and good ductility.
Yoshimoto et al. investigated the cast and extruded Mg­

Zn­Y alloys with a good balance of tensile strength and
elongation, and reported that not only the microstructural
refinement and dispersion of the lamellar phase with high
deformation resistance but also the bent LPSO structure
with random grain boundaries were found after extrusion,
which seemed to be one of the causes of the high strength
and ductility.5) Hagihara et al. investigated the deformation
behavior of the Mg12YZn LPSO phase produced by
directional solidification.6) In addition to the dominant
(0 0 0 1)©1 1 �2 0ª basal slip, they reported the formation
of the kink band structures, which contributed to the
deformation during the compression test. They extensively
investigated the role of the deformation kink on the
mechanical properties of various directionally solidified and
extruded Mg alloys with LPSO structure and concluded that
both the formation stress of the kink band and the hindering
effect of the kink bands on the motion of basal dislocation
contributed to the strengthening of LPSO alloys.7)

It should be noted that the kink deformation is not a
peculiar deformation mode in Mg alloys, which has also been
reported in other metals such as Cd8) and Zn,9) especially in
those with strong plastic anisotropy.7) Inamura recently
analyzed the geometrics of kink bands and suggested that
there exists a compatible kink microstructure to annihilate
the disclinations inevitably introduced through kink band
formation and that this stable kink microstructure contributes
to the strengthening of materials.10) This theory is purely
geometric and is applicable to other alloys and materials.

In Ti alloys, the kink deformation has been observed in the
lamellar type hcp (¡)/bcc (¢) two phase structure.11,12)

Furthermore, the kink band has been observed in stable ¢

single phase alloys.13,14) Strengthening by kink band
formation (kink band strengthening) has not been confirmed
in Ti alloys. However, it would be very useful if kink band
strengthening could be successfully introduced into Ti alloys.
The ¡ phase is a dominant phase in Ti alloys, and it has the
same hcp structure as Mg. However, its main deformation
mode is a prismatic slip, not a basal slip such as that in
Mg.15­17) Therefore, the investigation of the possibility of
kink band formation and kink band strengthening in Ti alloys
seems to be also meaningful to understand the details of
kink bands in Mg alloys through the comparison of these two
alloys.

To realize the kink band formation in Ti alloys during
deformation such as compression test, an ¡/¢ layered
structure similar to the lamellar structure (hereafter we call
the layered structure as mille-feuille-like structure) seems to
be favorable due to their plastic anisotropy. Furthermore, the
¡ phase, with fewer slip systems than the ¢ phase, should be
mainly deformed. For that purpose, we selected the Ti­Mo
binary alloy system for the investigation, because the
precipitated ¡ phase in this alloy system is softer than the
matrix ¢ phase owing to the lack of the ¡ phase strengthening
element of Al.18) Further, to make the mille-feuille-like ¡/¢
layered structure in Ti­Mo alloys, we followed the process
that Miura et al. applied on Al­Ag alloys, namely, slight cold
rolling followed by aging heat treatment.19)

In this study, as a trial to realize kink band strengthening
in Ti alloys, slight cold rolling and subsequent aging heat
treatment were applied on Ti­Mo alloys to introduce a mille-
feuille-like ¡/¢ layered structure. The ¡ phase precipitation
behavior during the aging heat treatment was also reported.

2. Experimental Procedure

A Ti­12Mo alloy (mass%, same as below) ingot,
approximately 70mm in diameter and 1.2 kg in weight, was
prepared by cold crucible levitation melting. The ingot was
hot forged to a 40-mm-square slab at 1273K and hot rolled
into a plate with 5-mm-thickness at 1073K. After removing+Corresponding author, E-mail: EMURA.Satoshi@nims.go.jp

Materials Transactions, Vol. 61, No. 5 (2020) pp. 856 to 861
Special Issue on Materials Science on Mille-Feuille Structure
©2020 The Japan Institute of Metals and Materials

https://doi.org/10.2320/matertrans.MT-MM2019002


the surface oxidation layer to 3-mm-thickness, the plate was
cold rolled into a plate with 1-mm-thickness. The rolled plate
was solution treated (ST) at 1173K for 18 ks to obtain a ¢

single phase sample with coarse equiaxed grains. To obtain a
large layered ¡ precipitation, coarse equiaxed ¢ grains are
preferable. The heat treated plate with 50-mm-width was cut
into small pieces with 50-mm-length and 5-mm-width. Some
pieces were slightly cold rolled with the reduction rate of 5%.
The slight cold rolling direction was orthogonal to the hot
rolling and initial cold rolling direction. We will refer to these
samples with slight cold rolling as CR samples. We also
examined the samples without slight cold rolling ( just after
solution treatment) as ST samples. Both CR and ST samples
were aged at 973K for 180 ks for precipitation of the ¡ phase,
followed by water quenching. The principal axes of the rolled
samples are defined as follows.18) The axis corresponding to
the rolling direction is referred to as RD; the one normal to
the rolling plane is ND; and the one normal to RD and ND
is TD. The RD plane is the plane normal to the RD; and the
TD plane is the plane normal to the TD. To check the
microstructure evolution, the CR samples were also heat
treated at 973 k for 60 s, 7.2 ks, and 36 ks, respectively.
Microstructural observations were performed using optical
microscopy (OM), scanning electron microscopy (SEM),
electron backscattered diffraction (EBSD) and transmission
electron microscopy (TEM). The TEM samples was cut from
specified positions and lifted out by a manipulator by using a
dual-beam focused ion beam.

3. Results and Discussion

Figure 1 shows the SEM back scattered electron (BSE)
image of an ST sample taken from the TD plane. In all the
OM, SEM, and EBSD figures in this work, the vertical
direction is ND. Coarse equiaxed ¢ grains with the grain size
of some hundred micrometers were obtained after ST.
Figure 2 exhibits the OM images of a CR sample after aging
at 973K for 180 ks. Figure 2(a) was taken from the TD plane,
and Fig. 2(b) was taken from the RD plane. Many plate-like
precipitates were observed inside of the ¢ grains. Some grains
had a mille-feuille-like layered structure of precipitates, and
others had an intersected structure of precipitates. As both the
TD and RD planes have layered structure of precipitates,
these precipitates are considered to be three-dimensionally

stacked. Figure 3 shows the SEM BSE magnified view of a
layered structure of precipitates taken from the TD plane.
Alternately stacked bright and dark phases were observed.
The dark phases had very thin thickness, of mostly less than
1 µm. The bright phases were thicker than the dark phases,
and some bright phases include small dark precipitates.
Figure 4(a) shows the SEM BSE image of a CR sample after
aging at 973K for 180 ks taken from the TD plane, and
Fig. 4(b)­(f ) show the EBSD analysis results from the same
areas as those in Fig. 4(a). EBSD phase map (Fig. 4(b))
indicates that the dark and bright phases in SEM BSE images
(Fig. 3 and Fig. 4(a)) correspond to ¡ and ¢ phases,
respectively. In BSE images, phases with larger amount of
heavy elements (elements with large atomic number) exhibit
brighter contrast. The amount of Mo in ¢ phase is larger than
that in ¡ phase, so ¡ and ¢ phases exhibit dark and bright
contrast, respectively. Thus, the layered structure observed in
the CR sample after aging was confirmed as an ¡/¢ layeredFig. 1 SEM BSE image of ST sample taken from the TD plane.

Fig. 2 OM images of CR sample after aging at 973K for 180 ks; (a) taken
from the TD plane, and (b) taken from the RD plane.

Fig. 3 SEM BSE magnified view of layered structure of precipitates taken
from the TD plane.
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structure. Figure 4(c), (d), (e), and (f ) show the EBSD
inverse pole figure (IPF) maps of the ¡ phase for the TD
direction (Fig. 4(c)) and for the RD direction (Fig. 4(d)), and
IPF maps of the ¢ phase for the TD direction (Fig. 4(e)) and
for the RD direction (Fig. 4(f )), respectively. In the ¡/¢
layered structure, ¡ phases have the same direction in one ¢

grain, but ¢ phases have two different directions alternately.
Figure 5 shows the TEM images of the ¡/¢ layered structure
in a CR sample after aging at 973K for 180 ks. From the
selected area electron diffraction (SAED), the orientation
relationship of (0 0 0 2) ¡//(1 1 0) ¢ was confirmed, which
follows the Burgers orientation relationship.20,21) It is worth
noting that weak spots from ½ phase with two variants can
also be observed in the SAED image. Since the present study
is focusing on the formation of ¡/¢ layered structure, the ½

phase is not discussed here. Figure 6 shows the SEM BSE
image of an ST sample (without 5% cold rolling) after aging
at 973K for 180 ks taken from the TD plane. Dark phases
(¡ phases) were mainly precipitated with acicular structure
inside the ¢ grain and were also precipitated with film-like
structure on the primary ¢ grain boundary. No layered
structure was found without slight cold rolling, so the slight
cold rolling is necessary for introducing a mille-feuille-like
¡/¢ layered structure into the Ti­12Mo alloy.

To investigate the ¡ phase precipitation behavior in the CR
sample, first we observed the microstructure of this sample
before aging (As CR sample). Figure 7 shows OM images
of the As CR sample taken from the TD plane. Plate-like
features, which had similar morphology as the precipitated
¡ phases after aging, can be observed in Fig. 7. Figure 8
exhibits the EBSD analysis results from the TD plane of the
As CR sample. Figure 8(a) shows the IPF map of the ¢ phase

Fig. 4 (a) SEM BSE image of CR sample after aging at 973K for 180 ks
taken from the TD plane, (b) EBSD phase map, (c) EBSD IPF map of ¡
phase for the TD direction, (d) EBSD IPF map of ¡ phase for the RD
direction, (e) EBSD IPF map of ¢ phase for the TD direction, and (f )
EBSD IPF map of ¢ phase for the RD direction.

Fig. 5 TEM images of ¡/¢ layered structure in CR sample after aging at 973K for 180 ks.

Fig. 6 SEM BSE image of ST sample (without 5% cold rolling) after aging
at 973K for 180 ks taken from the TD plane.
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for the TD direction, and Fig. 8(b) indicates the boundaries
with a misorientation angle of 50.5° along the ©1 1 0ª
direction as red lines, which correspond to the {3 3 2}©1 1 3ª
¢ twin boundaries.22,23) From the EBSD analysis shown in
Fig. 8, the plate-like features observed in the As CR sample
are identified as {3 3 2}©1 1 3ª ¢ twins. The {3 3 2}©1 1 3ª
¢ twinning, which is an unusual twinning mode in bcc
metals because neither the twinning plane nor the twinning
direction is close-packed, was first experimentally found in
Ti­11.5Mo­6Zr­4.5Sn alloy.24) This {3 3 2}©1 1 3ª ¢ twin-
ning system is so far found only in metastable ¢ titanium
alloys, including Ti­Mo alloys, and is considered to be the
main reason of the high work hardening rate and the resultant
large elongation during tensile deformation in metastable ¢

titanium alloys.25­27)

Next, we observed the CR sample after aging at 973K for
60 s to check the very early stage of ¡ phase precipitation. To
be accurate, the sample was put into the furnace with the
temperature of 973K, kept for 120 s to recover the furnace
temperature, aged for 60 s at 973K, and then water quenched.
Figure 9 shows the SEM BSE image of the CR sample after
aging at 973K for 60 s taken from the TD plane. Film-like
thin ¡ phases with width of approximately 100 nm were
precipitated on the twin boundaries. Furuhara reported that a
similar film-like ¡ phase forms on the (3 3 �2)[1 1 3] ¢ twin
boundary in Ti­15V­3Cr­3Sn­3Al after rolling at 77K
followed by aging at 933K for 1.8 ks.28) Ohyama also found
the ¡ phase nucleation and coalescence on the twin boundary

in Ti­16V­10Sn alloy after 5% cold rolling followed by
aging at 873K for 259.2 ks, although its morphology was
far from a straight line, such as that observed in Fig. 9.29) It
is suggested that the formation of {3 3 2}©1 1 3ª ¢ twin
boundaries by slight cold rolling offer effective sites for ¡

phase nucleation, which is the key for making the mille-
feuille-like ¡/¢ layered structure. Other than the film-like
twin boundary ¡ phase, finer ¡ precipitates were found in the
¢ matrix. As can be seen in Fig. 9, the high and low density
¡ precipitate regions exist alternately. Hanada observed a
high density of dislocations in the twinned area in a slightly
(less than 2%) deformed Ti­22V alloy.25) These high-density
dislocations seem to be another preferential nucleation site
for the ¡ phase. In addition, the sample was 5% cold rolled
before aging. Thus, even the untwinned area should have
some defects due to cold rolling, which behave as ¡ phase
nucleation sites. Figure 10 shows the TEM images of ¡

precipitates in a CR sample after aging at 973K for 60 s. As
in the sample after aging for 180 ks, the twin boundary ¡

phase and ¢ matrix phase had an orientation relationship
of (0 0 0 2) ¡//(1 1 0) ¢. This relationship has also been
confirmed by EBSD pole figure analysis. Some ¡ phases
inside the ¢ matrix phase had the same variant as the twin
boundary ¡ phase, but others did not. The twin boundary ¡

phase and ¢ matrix phase also had an orientation relationship

Fig. 7 OM image of As CR sample taken from TD plane.

Fig. 8 EBSD analysis results from TD plane of As CR sample; (a) IPF map of ¢ phase for the TD direction, and (b) boundaries with a
misorientation angle of 50.5° along the ©1 1 0ª direction shown as red lines, which correspond to the {3 3 2}©1 1 3ª twin boundaries.

Fig. 9 SEM BSE image of CR sample after aging at 973K for 60 s taken
from the TD plane.
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of [0 1 �1 0] ¡//[1 1 3] ¢. Similar relationship was confirmed
by Furuhara,28) and thus, the twin boundary ¡ phase was
considered to be precipitated in similar manner as Furuhara
observed.

As shown in Fig. 9, at the very early stage of aging (60 s)
at 973K, not only twin boundary ¡ phases but also finer ¡
precipitates inside the ¢ matrix were found. However, after
long time aging (180 ks), only twin boundary ¡ phases
existed (and thickened) and the ¡ precipitates inside the ¢

matrix almost disappeared, as can be seen in Fig. 3. To
investigate this microstructure evolution behavior, the CR
samples with intermediate aging periods were observed.
Figure 11(a) and (b) exhibit the SEM BSE images of a CR
sample taken from the TD plane after aging at 973K for
7.2 ks and 36 ks, respectively. As the aging period became
longer, the twin boundary ¡ phases became thicker and the ¡
precipitates inside the ¢ matrix became smaller. Therefore,
during aging at 973K, the initial complicated ¡ precipitates
changed to a mille-feuille-like ¡/¢ layered structure through
an Ostwald-like ripening process.30)

4. Conclusion

The microstructure evolution of mille-feuille-like layered
¡/¢ structure by slight cold rolling and subsequent aging heat
treatment has been investigated in Ti­12mass% Mo alloy.
After 5% slight cold rolling and the following aging heat
treatment at 973K for 180 ks, many plate-like ¡ precipitates
were observed inside of equiaxed ¢ grains. An alternately
stacked mille-feuille-like ¡/¢ layered structure was found in
both the TD and RD planes. Just after slight cold rolling,
many plate-like features were observed and confirmed as
{3 3 2}©1 1 3ª ¢ twins, which are the typical twinning
system in metastable ¢ titanium alloys. After a short-period

aging of 60 s, very thin film-like ¡ phases were precipitated
on the twin boundaries, along with fine ¡ precipitates inside
the ¢ matrix. The film-like twin boundary ¡ phase became
thicker and the fine ¡ precipitates inside the ¢ matrix became

Fig. 10 TEM images of ¡ precipitates in CR sample after aging at 973K for 60 s.

Fig. 11 SEM BSE images of CR sample taken from the TD plane after
aging at 973K for (a) 7.2 ks and (b) 36 ks.
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smaller during aging, and finally the mille-feuille-like ¡/¢
layered structure was completed.
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