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1. An optical fuse comprising:

a medium constituting a structure in which a
light-emitting end of a first optical waveguide is
coupled to a light-incident end of a second opti-
cal waveguide across said medium,

(a) said medium being transparent to light pass-
ing through said structure; and

(b’) a light-absorbing body adapted to absorb
a portion of said light and generate heat or
ignite to cause irreversible change to said
medium,

(c) said light-absorbing body being disposed in
contact with an outer peripheral surface of said
medium in such a manner as to allow a part of
light emitted from said light-emitting end into

said medium to reach said light-absorbing body.
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